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Course description* 
U.S. History is a chronological study of the major political, economic, social, and cultural events from the creation of the Constitution to 
the present. The importance of geography in the development of the nation is stressed as well as the role played by important persons. 
Attention is given to the impact of art and music on our history. Students also learn about current issues and problems and their 
connection to events of the past. Preparation for the U.S. and Illinois Constitution exams, both graduation requirements, is offered in 
this class. 
 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep  

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence 

Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly and to make 

logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 

writing to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Explain and define the basic principles of the US and IL 
Constitution and government. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 

text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 

relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 

Analyzes and evaluates the political, economic , and social 
events from before the Civil War.  
 

 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics 
in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 

Analyzes  and evaluates the causes of the the Civil War  
 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence 

Analyzes and evaluates the issues surrounding Reconstruction of 
the Union. 

Analyze the strategies and achievements  of groups or people 
that have fought to share in the rights and responsibility of 
citizenship.  
 

Analyzes and evaluates the reasons and effects for American 
involvement at the turn of the century.  

Analyze how the US role in the world has changed as a result of 
historical circumstance s  
 

Analyze  the different political ideologies in regard to the role 
and power of the federal government.  

 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/social-studies-11-12/soc-311-312-us-history
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Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 60 % 

Quizzes (Small Assessments) 40 % 

  

  

  

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 

Materials Needed 
 
 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
*Homework can be turned in up until 3:25 of the day it is due(no loss of points!). Any Homework NOT turned in by 3:25 will be counted 
as a Zero. 
 

Other information 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

  

 
 


